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cussion of Russian-Japanese relations. The Ambassador said that
while certain difficult questions were at issue between the two
countries he was not at all anxious concerning the outcome because
the Japanese did not want war and were not prepared for war. He
thought the questions which I had to handle between Japan and
the United States were much more difficult than his own questions
and that the outlook for Japanese-American relations was much less
favourable than that of Japanese-Soviet relations. He implied that
he thought the future relations between Japan and the United
States were ominous. I took issue with the Ambassador on this point
and after enumerating and dealing briefly with each of the important
issues between Japan and the United States, I said that I was con-
vinced that they could be amicably solved or, if not solved, they
could at least remain in abeyance.

Mr. Yurenev said that the situation regarding the Soviet-
Manchukuo frontier dispute had somewhat altered since our last
conversation. The present intention is to set up a commission which
will deal not with the delimitation of the frontier but only with the
specific controversies arising therefrom. He had first taken the
position, as he told me in our last talk, that the Soviets would be
willing to deal either with the Japanese or the Manchukuoans on
the commission but not with both. His Government has now, how-
ever, agreed to meet representatives both of Japan and Manchukuo
on the. basis of parity. In other words, there would be as many
Soviet delegates as there were delegates from Japan and Manchukuo
together. Mr. Hirota has not yet accepted this proposal and he
expected that the negotiations would continue over a considerable
period, particularly as the Japanese military were very hard to
.please in the matter. He thought there would be a lot of discussion
and negotiation concerning the agenda, place of meeting, et cetera,
before the commission could be set up and he himself would hav.e
to conduct these negotiations, so that he saw not much hope of
getting away to Karuizawa this summer.
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I called on the Minister for Foreign Affairs this morning and told
him that having been more than three years in Japan my Govern-
ment had accorded me a leave of absence and that I was sailing for
the United States to-morrow. Said that I expected to return to
Tokyo sometime in the late autumn. The Minister was good enough
to say that he hoped I would return without fail because changing
ambassadors always caused a certain amount of disturbance and an
undesirable interim during which the new ambassador and the govern-
ment to which he was accredited had to get used to each other.
He thought it most important that no change should be made
especially at the present tiizue. I replied that so far as I